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Daniel 6:1-28 NIV

Daniel in the Lions Den

It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule
throughout the kingdom, with three administrators
over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps
were made accountable to them so that the king
might not suffer loss. Now Daniel so distinguished
himself among the administrators and the satraps
by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to
set him over the whole kingdom.

God’s Powerful Grace

At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to
find grounds for charges against Daniel in his
conduct of government affairs, but they were unable
to do so. They could find no corruption in him,
because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor
negligent. Finally these men said, "We will never
find any basis for charges against this man Daniel
unless it has something to do with the law of his
God."

So these administrators and satraps went as a
group to the king and said: "May King Darius live
forever! The royal administrators, prefects, satraps,
advisers and governors have all agreed that the
king should issue an edict and enforce the decree
that anyone who prays to any god or human being
during the next thirty days, except to you, Your
Majesty, shall be thrown into the lions' den. Now,
Your Majesty, issue the decree and put it in writing
so that it cannot be altered--in accordance with the
law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be
repealed." So King Darius put the decree in writing .

Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been
published, he went home to his upstairs room
where the windows opened toward Jerusalem.
Three times a day he got down on his knees and
prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had
done before.

Then these men went as a group and found Daniel
praying and asking God for help. So they went to
the king and spoke to him about his royal decree:
"Did you not publish a decree that during the next
thirty days anyone who prays to any god or human
being except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown
into the lions' den?" The king answered, "The
decree stands--in accordance with the law of the
Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed."
Then they said to the king, "Daniel, who is one of
the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you,
Your Majesty, or to the decree you put in writing. He
still prays three times a day."
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When the king heard this, he was greatly
distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel
and made every effort until sundown to save him.
Then the men went as a group to King Darius and
said to him, "Remember, Your Majesty, that
according to the law of the Medes and Persians no
decree or edict that the king issues can be
changed." So the king gave the order, and they
brought Daniel and threw him into the lions' den.
The king said to Daniel, "May your God, whom you
serve continually, rescue you!"

A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of
the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet
ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that
Daniel's situation might not be changed. Then the
king returned to his palace and spent the night
without eating and without any entertainment being
brought to him. And he could not sleep.

At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried
to the lions' den. When he came near the den, he
called to Daniel in an anguished voice, "Daniel,
servant of the living God, has your God, whom you
serve continually, been able to rescue you from the
lions?" Daniel answered, "May the king live forever!
My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of
the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was
found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done
any wrong before you, Your Majesty." The king was
overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the
den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no
wound was found on him, because he had trusted
in his God.

At the king's command, the men who had falsely
accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the
lions' den, along with their wives and children. And
before they reached the floor of the den, the lions
overpowered them and crushed all their bones.

God’s Enemies
Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and
peoples of every language in all the earth: "May you
prosper greatly! "I issue a decree that in every part
of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the
God of Daniel. "For he is the living God and he
endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed,
his dominion will never end. He rescues and he
saves; he performs signs and wonders in the
heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel
from the power of the lions." So Daniel prospered
during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus
the Persian.

This story bears striking resemblance to Jesus
crucifixion
Hatred toward a Godly man and ultimately God
himself
An innocent man condemned to death
Lowered into the ground and a stone over the entry
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God’s Enemies

God’s Enemies

What is our part in these stories?

What is our part in these stories?

The Bible declares us God’s enemies
Romans 5:10 NIV
For if, while we were God's enemies, we were
reconciled to him through the death of his Son,
how much more, having been reconciled, shall
we be saved through his life!
Romans 5:10 NIV

God’s Enemies
We deserve God’s wrath and judgement

Grace

Ephesians 2:1-3 NIV
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions
and sins, in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at
work in those who are disobedient. All of us also
lived among them at one time, gratifying the
cravings of our flesh and following its desires
and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature
deserving of wrath.

Grace
Ephesians 2:4-10 NIV
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich
in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we
were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have
been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ
Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show
the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you
have been saved, through faith--and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that
no one can boast. For we are God's handiwork,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.

Grace

Daniel’s life shows us the grace of God
God’s grace and love had shaped his character
Daniel had hope
He had no malice
He is honourable
He had allowed his circumstance to draw him
close to God

2 Corinthians 1:8-9 NIV
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers
and sisters, about the troubles we experienced in
the province of Asia. We were under great
pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that
we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt we had
received the sentence of death. But this
happened that we might not rely on ourselves but
on God, who raises the dead.
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Powerful Grace

Powerful Grace

Ephesians 1:18-21 NIV
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the hope
to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his
incomparably great power for us who believe.
That power is the same as the mighty strength he
exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
realms, far above all rule and authority, power and
dominion, and every name that is invoked, not
only in the present age but also in the one to
come.

Romans 8:28-39 NIV
And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose. For those God
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And
those he predestined, he also called; those he
called, he also justified; those he justified, he also
glorified.

Powerful Grace

Powerful Grace

What, then, shall we say in response to these
things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him
up for us all--how will he not also, along with him,
graciously give us all things? Who will bring any
charge against those whom God has chosen? It is
God who justifies. Who then is the one who
condemns? No one.
Christ Jesus who died - more than that, who was
raised to life - is at the right hand of God and is
also interceding for us.

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine
or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written:
"For your sake we face death all day long; we are
considered as sheep to be slaughtered." No, in all
these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For I am convinced
that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor
any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Powerful Grace
 God is for you, and it does not depend on
you, or your performance!
 He has planned to be in relationship with you –
he made it happen, and he keeps you
 God is active in your life. Not a passive
observer!
You do not walk alone. Jesus intercedes for us
Nothing can separate us from his love
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